
Nationwide Broadcast For Apprentice-style Schools Challenge, thanks To Planet eStream

Planet eStream’s live streaming capabilities have been put to great 
use at the recent Girls’ Day School Trust (GDST) Young Leaders’ 
Conference, enabling students and parents throughout the country 
to see their peers and children in action and hear from a series of 
inspirational speakers.  

The Girls’ Day School Trust (GDST) is the UK’s leading network of 
independent girls’ schools, with approximately 20,000 pupils aged 
three to 18 in 24 schools and two academies throughout England 
and Wales. 

The Trust’s annual Young Leaders’ Conference brings together Year 
13 student leaders and aims to help them build the skills they’ll 
need to succeed in the world of work, including teamwork, 
communication, time management, presenting, negotiation, 
problem solving and financial management.

Held from 2–4 October at the Royal High School, Bath, the 2015 
conference put the leadership skills of 140 students from 25 GDST 
sixth forms across the country to the test in an ‘Apprentice-style’ 
challenge. 

Students in competing teams were tasked with working together to 
design a fundraising event and marketing campaign to boost 
awareness of one of four national and international charities. The 
students presented their work to a judging panel including GDST 
Chief Executive Helen Fraser and BAFTA award-winning producer 
Linn Waite, alongside representatives from the four charities.

Using a broadcast quality camera and audio kit purchased from 
Planet DV in conjunction with Planet eStream’s innovative Live 
Encoder Application, the Trust was able to seamlessly live stream 
the final day of the event and give access to specific user groups, 
which included parents and other Trust schools.

Case Study



News Story October 2015

The winning team of 11 pupils from a range of Trust schools created 
a ‘Cells for Cells’ campaign for The Lily Foundation, which involved 
people switching o� their mobile phones for one day in the year to 
raise awareness of Mitochondrial Disease.

Conference participants also heard from inspirational female 
speakers including Ann Francke, Chief Executive of the Chartered 
Management Institute, who shared stories about her own working 
life and the skills young people need to succeed, and Debra Searle, 
who rowed single-handed across the Atlantic as well as leading 
Polar expeditions and skippering a round-the-world sailing team.

A member of the Planet DV team helped set everything up to 
ensure the event was successfully streamed live to parents, pupils 
in other Trust schools and the wider school community over the 
Trust’s secure network, allowing them to see the challenge in 
action and hear from the conference speakers.

 

The GDST commissioned the Planet eStream system in June this 
year, with the system installed, existing content migrated and sta� 
training arranged in time for “go live” at the start of the new
academic year in September. 

“Planet eStream’s live streaming capabilities meant that we could 

share the wonderful work the girls were doing far more widely than 

we otherwise would have been able to. Making an event like this 

accessible to pupils in other Trust schools magnifies the learning 

opportunities, and also means that parents and the wider school 

community who were unable to travel to the event could be part 

of it.”

Cat Scutt, Head of Learning Technology and Innovation - GDST

For more information about Planet eStream, please call 01274 713400 or visit www.planetestream.co.uk


